IBELISARIUS                                                     ACT n

^ANASTASIUS.                             Oh, never now

Shall I find purity and peace ; I'm born
Into an evil family and evil time
And reaching for the one good thing I've known
In all my life, somehow I miss it still ;
Doubtless I was not worthy.    I will pray
Only that you do keep your honest eyes,
All through your life.

ANTONINA.                           Come, come, enough of this ;

You see what good you do by lingering.

ANASTASIUS. You wicked woman, you have been the bane
Of all who've known you ; but your other sins
Show generous beside this latest wrong.

Who'll rake up past sins ?   What of that Greek
girl
For whose whims -

BELISARIUS.               Hush !  These things you shall not say.

ANASTASIUS. Oh, Joannina, when you women sit,
Lonely together, will your mother tell
Matters discreditable to me -

JOANNINA.                                           There,

Fear nothing, I am deaf to her henceforth.

BBLISARIUS. Go, Anastasius.
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